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ing, incarnates itself in a body, as it did here below. But
this body must be provided with qualities infinitely superior
to those which, belong to the human body. First, let us in-
quire what the form of this body may be. The painters ot
the Eenaissance, whom modern artists follow.in this respect,
give to the angel the form of a young and handsome man,
furnished with white wings, which bear him through the air
on his celestial missions. This image is both coarse and
poetic. It is poetic because it responds to the idea which we
have of the radiant creature who dwells in ethereal space;
and it is coarse, because it gives to a being far superior to
man the physical attributes of man, which is inadmissible.

Painters who, like Raphael, represent the angel by the
head of a child, with wings, give a far more profound expres-
sion to the same thought. By suppressing the larger portion
of the body, and reducing the seraphic being to the head, the
seat of intelligence, they indicate that in the angel of the
\)hristian belief the spiritual dominates, in immense propor-
tion, over the material part.

. We shall not be expected to delineate the form of the
dwellers in the realms of ether. We can only say. that, as
ether is an excessively subtle and rarefied fluid, it necessarily
follows that the superhuman being who is to float and fly in
its light masses, must be wonderfully light, must be composed
of extraordinary subtle substances. A slight material tissue,
animated by life, a vaporous, diaphanous drapery of living
matter, such, do we represent the superhuman being to our
fancy.